[The mucin profile in the mucosa of the large intestine in neoplasms].
Qualitative and quantitative changes in secretion of goblet cells of large bowel mucosa in adenomatous polyps (60), adenocarcinoma (30) and bioptates of adjacent transitional mucosa (30) were studied. As neoplasia progressed, mucin profile appeared to follow a certain pattern: it reached its peak in moderate dysplasia in polyps containing predominantly sulphomucins; subsequently both sulphomucin and sialomucin levels decreased. Adenocarcinomas showed a sharp drop in glycoprotein level, and an insignificant build-up of sialomucins was registered in some cases only. Enhanced abnormal secretion was observed in mucinous carcinoma and adenocarcinoma characterized by the presence of large mucinous areas. Also, qualitative changes were identified in transitional mucosa adjacent to tumor.